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“Anna Tivel has long been adept at writing arresting but sparse songs, anchored by vivid 
storytelling lyrics that showcase her uncanny ability to paint landscapes with words. But with 
this record, her superb compositions have been elevated to new heights. With the help of 
producer and multi-instrumentalist Shane Leonard and engineer Brian Joseph (Bon Iver, 
Sufjan Stevens), Tivel has crafted a truly goosebump-inducing soundscape.” - OPB Music 

Billboard premiered the single “The Question” on January 11th, 2019.

Directed by Sarah Whelden / Robin Vada 
Presented by Adventuress Films / Fluff & Gravy Records 
Genres Music Video / LGBTQIA+ / Experimental / Trans 

Musician Anna Tivel

“Anna Tivel's 'The Question' Is One Of The Most Ambitious Folk Records Of 2019.”



Lost in a battle with her own identity and stuck in a dead end job, Quinn wanders a dark 
and rainy alleyway. In this quiet break from the vicious cycle of her lonely life, Quinn 
closes her eyes and lets her guard down. Inside her mind is a woman, a dancer - 
graceful, spirited, confident - she is the embodiment of Quinn’s inner self. And there 
before Quinn, separating her from her true-self, stands a dark, cold, and empty wall. 
Quinn approaches the unbreakable wall with care, determined to find answers, while 
memories of the day to day come flooding in - reminders that it's time for a change.  

The narrative follows Quinn as she realizes that what she wants more than anything in the 
world is something that she already is.  

"The glory of the question and the answer is the same."

Synopsis

Cast
Carlie Guevara stars alongside Michael Madsen and 
Ed Asner in the feature film The Garden Left Behind, 
which made its world premiere at SXSW 2019. Directed 
by Flavio Alves, the film traces the relationship between 
Tina, a young trans woman, and Eliana, her 
grandmother, as they navigate Tina's transition and 
struggle to build a life for themselves as undocumented 
immigrants in New York City. 

A journey into the mind of a trans woman 
as she struggles to embrace her inner self.

Logline



Co-Directors
Sarah Whelden: Director/DP As a trans woman, Sarah 
has a special place in her heart for those who hide in the 
shadows, as well as a passion for creating work that brings 
out the true diversity of the human experience. Born and 
raised on the small Island of Nantucket, Massachusetts, she 
studied Music and Film at Hampshire College. After 
graduation, in search of adventure, she moved out west to 
Portland, Oregon, where she works as a Director of 
Photography shooting narrative, documentary, and 
commercial content for: Nike, Adidas, Laika, Wacom, 
GoreTex, Gerber Gear, Keen and more.  
Portfolio at snw-cine.com

Robin Vada: Director/Producer An advocate for 
women and other underrepresented filmmakers, Robin has 
an insatiable drive to contribute to the overall stock of 
kindness in the world. She co-founded Adventuress Films on 
the belief that representation matters, both on screen and 
on crew. As a Meisner-trained actor herself, she delights in 
working with actors to create truthful, tender performances. 
She works as a director and producer on feature films, 
music videos, and commercial content for clients such as: 
Adidas, Nike, Amazon, Intel, Xerox, and Kodak. Portfolio at 
RobinVada.com

It had only been a month since coming out publicly as transgender when I was 
approached with this project. Anna's lyrics and the accompanying ethereal yet 
isolating music transported me back to the long days and sleepless nights I spent 
trying to better understand this part of myself. The song left me considering how far I 
had come, and what still lies ahead in my journey. 

At its most simple level, the video tells a story of self-acceptance. My co-director, 
Robin Vada, helped tease out the most meaningful pieces of my own journey to self-
acceptance, which had been a very lonely and introspective process. It was 
important for us to connect my experiences with those of other folx who struggled 
or continue to struggle with their gender identity. A music video was the perfect 
medium for presenting such an abstract concept.

Director’s Statement by Sarah Whelden

http://RobinVada.com


Crew Inclusivity
75% female or non-binary 
Above the Line: All Female  
Trans director

Directed by - Sarah Whelden & Robin Vada 
Starring Carlie Guevara 
Executive Producers - John Shepski & Chad Lanning 
Choreographer - Megan Dawn 
Producer Robin Vada 
Director of Photography Sarah Whelden 
Production Designer - Sarah Baker 
Costume Designer - Kelly Wilcox 
Assistant Director - Kelly McCrillis 
Gaffer - Kevin Dyer 
Grips - Liz Haan & Kevin Michaluk 
First Assistant Camera - Malo Chelsea Smith 
Second Assistant Camera - Veronica Rose 

Aerial Cinematography - Kalina Torino & Steve Crocker 
Still Photographer - Luis Arellanes 
Makeup Artist - Kelly Wilcox 
Art Assistant - Lux Jacques 
Production Assistant - Johanna Bradford 
Editing & Color - Sarah Whelden 
Compositing - Kalina Torino 
Social Media Manager - Megan Carver 
Craft Services - Mundo Catering 

Special Thanks 
DNA PDX, Emma Allen, Sproutbox Media, Letus Corporation, 
Signal Station Pizza, Gearhead Production Rentals, Piedmont 
Presbyterian Church 

CREDITS



I was wandering around New York City late one night, 
watching people move and thinking about the way we all 
spend so much time trying to arrive at some sort of answer. 
Sometimes it seems like maybe it’s the searching that is the 
most important part, the floundering and questioning and 
trying to figure out how to feel ok, how to feel real. I looked up 
into an apartment window and there was this man putting on 
a wig and makeup. There was so much beauty to the night, 
to everyone walking in the dark, to this person up above me 
changing shape. I started writing this as a poem that night 
and put it to chords later back at home. 

Musician’s Statement by Anna Tivel

“Singer-songwriters are often called poets. In truth, only a 
few deliver the deep insight and sense of the new that 
breaking through the predictable achieves. Anna Tivel is 
one.” - NPR Music

"The Question" (album) was recorded mostly live at Hive studio in Eau Claire, WI, engineered 
by the esteemed Brian Joseph (Boniver, Sufjan Stevens). The first two singles have already 

been featured at Rolling Stone, Folk Alley, Billboard, and NPR Music. 

“Anna Tivel sneaks up on you. Or, rather, her songwriting 
does. You probably will not notice, right away. You’ll be 

listening along thinking, ‘What a lovely record this is!’ Then, 
seemingly out of nowhere but actually having been there 
all along, one of her lyrics will wallop you right where (and 

when) you most need it.”  - Folk Alley

Adventuress Films is a woman-owned production company on a quest for 
inclusive representation for women and minorities on crew as well as on 
screen.

Fluff and Gravy Records is an independent record label based in Portland, OR 
working with a diverse roster of artists whose common denominator is an 
inherent earnestness that transcends genre.

Produced by…
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DNA PDX, Sproutbox Media, Emma Allen, Signal Station Pizza, Piedmont Presbyterian Church, 
Gearhead Production Rentals… and a very special thanks to Our Kellys for all their support.

Special Thanks:


